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) Safeguarding Human Dignity in Times of Crisis
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1 Reaffirming its commitment to the universality, indivisibility and interdependence of all human
2 rights, as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on
3 Civil and Political Rights, and Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and guided by the principles of
4 the United Nations Charter and relevant General Assembly and Human Rights Council resolutions;
5 Concerned by the alarming deterioration of fundamental rights and freedoms globally in recent years,
6  including:
7 e the rise of authoritarianism,
8 e growing restrictions on civil society and independent media,
9 o shrinking democratic space in several regions,
10 e and a growing culture of impunity in conflict zones;

11 Recognizing that young people, women, minorities, journalists, activists, and displaced persons are
12 often the first victims of these violations — but also the most engaged in defending justice, dignity,
13 and democratic values;

14 Deeply alarmed by several critical situations, including:

15 e The genocide in Palestine, particularly in the Gaza Strip, where tens of thousands of civilians
16 — the majority of them women and children — have been killed or injured, and where access
17 to essential services, humanitarian corridors, and reconstruction has been deliberately

18 obstructed.

19 The IUSY stresses that the protection of civilians, full adherence to international

20 humanitarian law, and the fundamental rights of the Palestinian people must be guaranteed at
21 all times;
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e The ongoing war in Sudan, resulting in mass displacement, indiscriminate violence against
civilians, and deepening regional instability;

¢ Continuing repression and conflict in Myanmar, Ethiopia, Ukraine, Yemen, and parts of the
Sahel and Great Lakes regions, where grave violations of international law persist;

e Intensifying attacks on the rights of women and ethnic and religious minorities, including
through restrictive laws, systemic discrimination, and exclusion from public life;

e Increased surveillance, censorship, and the criminalization of protest and political dissent
across the world, including in democracies facing internal polarization and governance
challenges;

Acknowledging that the credibility of the global human rights agenda depends on its consistency,
universality, and multilateral legitimacy, and must not be subject to political selectivity or geopolitical
interests;

Therefore, we resolve to:

1. Condemn all serious human rights violations, regardless of who commits them or where they
occur, and call for full compliance with international human rights and humanitarian law in
all contexts;

2. Reiterate our support for the protection of Palestinian civilians, and call for an immediate and
permanent ceasefire, unrestricted humanitarian access, and full accountability for all
violations of international law.

We further express our support for a political solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict based
on the two-state framework, in accordance with UN Security Council Resolutions 242 (1967);

3. Support international efforts to end the war in Sudan, to ensure the protection of civilians,
restore civilian-led governance, and facilitate inclusive national dialogue in partnership with
African civil society and regional institutions;

4. Call for reforms to strengthen the international human rights system, including:

o increased independence and effectiveness of UN mechanisms,

o enhanced cooperation with the International Criminal Court (ICC),

o and reinforced protection for journalists, whistleblowers, and human rights defenders;
5. Support the establishment of an IUSY “Youth & Freedoms” initiative, aimed at:

o building youth-led capacity to monitor and report on rights violations,

o promoting legal education, digital safety, and international solidarity,

o and fostering peaceful youth participation in civic and democratic life;
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Encourage all [USY member organizations to integrate the defense of rights and freedoms
into their broader struggles for climate justice, gender equality, social equity, workers’ rights,
and democratic participation;

Call for the unification of youth voices globally in defense of dignity and justice, through
cooperation based on solidarity, equality, intercultural understanding, and resistance to
repression and authoritarianism;

Reaffirm the territorial unity and sovereignty of Syria, and express deep concern about
ongoing violations of international law, foreign military interventions, and recent discussions
around the fragmentation of Syrian territory, which risk undermining peace efforts and the
country’s recovery.

We call for an inclusive, Syrian-led political solution that respects the territorial integrity of
the Syrian Arab Republic, in accordance with UN Security Council Resolution 2254 (2015)
and the principles of international law.
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